For:  January Sketches

San Diego Audubon Society’s

2012  Introductory Birding Course

Saturday mornings on Feb. 11 and 18, and March 17 and 31, at the Tecolote Nature Center, 9-12 am. 

Field trips on Sat., February 25 and Sat., March 24,  both 9 a.m. to noon.  (no class March 3 or 10) 


This introductory birding course is open to both members and non-members of the Audubon Society.   It is designed for “beginners”, that is, for persons with no formal training in classroom or field ornithology, who would like to gain the basic skills and information needed to enjoy the increasingly popular hobby of bird identification.   


The class will have six sessions, on the schedule shown above, starting on February 11, 2012.  It will include at least two guided field trips.  Topics to be covered will include selection of field guides and binoculars, the basics of field identification of birds, common San Diego area species, attracting backyard birds, associating birds with their habitats and habits, seasonal changes, separating out similar species, common birding terms, an introduction to bird songs, at least two all-morning field trips, lots of color slides, and much more.  The four lecture sessions will be held at the Tecolote Nature Center, off of I-5 just east of Mission Bay. 


Cost of the course for all six sessions will be just $85 for Friends of San Diego Audubon Society and $105 for all others (no increase from last year).  If you’re not currently a Friend of San Diego Audubon, as a special offer you can sign up for the course and become a Friend of SDAS too, all for just $95.   If you would like more information about becoming a Friend, call the SDAS office at 858-273-7800. 


The instructor is Phil Pryde, past SDAS president, who taught environmental courses for over thirty years at San Diego State University, and who has birding experience in all fifty states and over 35 foreign countries.   If you would like more information, you can call Phil at 619-465-9492;  leave a message if  he’s not there and he’ll return your call. 


This will be an excellent nature education opportunity for the whole family, and possibly the start of a life-long adventure.   More detailed information will be mailed to all who enroll in the course.  We hope you’ll be one of them!  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

(clip out and mail to:  San Diego Audubon Society, 4010 Morena Blvd., Suite 100, San Diego 92117) 

Name(s) ___________________________________________________ 

Address  ___________________________________________________ 

City, Zip ____________________________________  Telephone ___________________ 

Please enroll me (us) in the 2012 SDAS Introductory Birding Course.   Enclosed is a check for $ ___________($85 or $105 [non-members] per person).   Please make check payable to San Diego Audubon Society.      

_____ I would like to join San Diego Audubon concurrently with enrolling in the Birding Course (both for $95).  

As soon as we receive this form with your payment, you will be sent a letter with additional course details.  

Thank you for your interest in the course! 
