
San Diego Chapter AEP Board Meeting 
 
 
 
Date: October 7, 2009 
Time: 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
Location: PBS&J 
Attendees: Diane Catalano (President), Monica Kling (Vice President of Programs), 
Mindy Fogg (Vice President of Membership), Dawna De Mars (Secretary), Leslie 
Redford (Newsletter Editor), Julie Wang (Student Membership and Outreach Director), 
and Marilyn Ponseggi (Chapter Director). 
 
 
1. Priority Items 

1.1. Call Betty- Legislative Update 
-Next Legislative Committee meeting on October 15th. To be a conference call 
with State committee members from the Chapters. 
-To discuss the Governor and OPR issues. 
-Betty was unable to attend last month’s meeting since she was on an airplane at 
the time of the meeting.  She will forward the meeting minutes to the San Diego 
Board. 
-She only gets the next meeting agenda about two to three days prior to the 
meeting.  This makes it difficult to get Chapter input on the meeting.  Alan Lind 
(AEP Lobbyist) sets the agenda.  Some items are discussed at the Legislative 
meeting  that are to followed-up on.  These items would be easier to get 
member/Board opinions on.  If deemed important, Betty will ask Diane to get 
member or Board input on these follow-up items.  Input could be received by 
posting items on the web or though email.   
-The Board would like more of a back and forth discussion between Betty and the 
Board and would also like to get the member’s opinions on legislative matters. 
-The Board would like Betty to write a newsletter article on legislative matters 
when big items come up.  The Legislative updates have been put in previous 
newsletters.  Future article topics could be regarding climate change, water 
supply, etc. 
-The Board could get a list of people together (“subcommittee”) that are 
interested in certain topics.  When these topics come up, those people could be 
contacted to provide input. 
-CEQA Checklist Committee was cut from the State budget.  Betty stated that the 
committee did not feel empowered to make comments or changes to the CEQA 
Checklist.  Marilyn and Betty to discuss this item at a later date, possibly on 
October 19th or 20th. 

 
2. Board Member Reports  

2.1. Vice President of Programs  
2.1.1. November Luncheon 

-Alan Lind to be the speaker 
-Save the date sent to Kate for the newsletter 
-Location to be in North County at the Carlsbad Hilton 

2.1.2. Holiday Party 
-E-mail sent to Rockbottom Brewery 
-To he held on the first Thursday in December (December 3) 



-Some do not like the event to be at Rockbottom since parking is far 
away. 
-To promote public transit 
-The Board would like to the event at Rockbottom despite the potential 
parking issue.   
-Diane has a list of volunteers that would like to help with this event. 
-To get items from Costco for the raffle. 

2.1.3. January/February Luncheons and Upcoming Events 
-Airport topic.  Get someone from the ATAG and Airport Planning to 
speak.  The final drafts of Airport Land Use Compatibility Plans (ALUCPs) 
would be ready in January.  There is already a presentation prepared.  
Marilyn mentioned that she would like our AEP representative in ATAG 
(Lisa Woods) to report back to the Board regarding the ALUCPs. 
-Other potential speaker is Brendan from the City of San Diego. 
-Spring Workshop in April. 
-Conference in March. 
-Speed networking event for students at the end of April. 

  
2.2. Newsletter Editor  

2.2.1. November Newsletter 
-Content to include biography and awards; call for posters and award 
nominations for Conference; volunteers needed; Board member position 
descriptions; Holiday Party and Luncheon announcements; and Mindy’s 
message.  Ask Lisa for an ATAG article.  Marilyn to provide a CEQA 
workshop write-up. 
-Flyers are done and are to be sent in the email with the newsletter. 
In-Design Program 
-The Board would like to get a copy of the In-Design Program for the 
Newsletter Editor to use.  This copy would stay with the position.  Leslie 
to send bill to Cara for reimbursement. 

  
2.3. Student Membership and Outreach Director  

2.3.1. Student Workshop 
-Need volunteers.  Diane will bring food (coffee and bagels), blank 
nametags, CEQA Basics flyer, and registration materials at 8am and will 
introduce Kent.  Dawna will set up the booth and bring email sign-up, and 
what AEP Provides flyer.  Leslie will take town booth.  Julie to close the 
event and mention upcoming events and how AEP could benefit students 
(education, networking and jobs). 
-Board would like to get a thank you gift for Kent.  Marilyn suggested 
wine. May also get a gift card. 
-21 people signed-up.  Richardson is requiring students to attend, so six 
or seven more are expected.  Room holds 50 but is expandable to 100.     
-UCSD also sent out information, but the attendance from UCSD is 
unknown. 
-Next year we need to get the word out earlier and we need to get the 
workshop in the catalog.  With earlier advertising, we could get up to 100 
students. 
-Need to schedule this before CEQA basics but after UCSD starts. 



-There are other teachers interested in having their students attend.  This 
class could apply to Urban Studies, Environmental Science, Geography, 
and Public Administration. 
-Workshop to be held in Room 109.  Need to get a list of attendees and 
determine how to handle walk-ins.  Parking is free. 
-Kent is bringing the course materials, membership materials, and 2008 
guideline books.  He will discuss how education like this class can help 
get a job (resume builder, AICP).  
-Dawna and Diana Richardson to take pictures for the newsletter and 
future poster. 
-SDSU is very appreciative of AEP. 
-State has $500 budget for activities such as this.  
-To let students know about conference in Palm Springs, March 14-17th, 
2010. 

2.3.2. Other 
-SDSU student chapter going well.  Everything is set up for next year. 
-Marilyn needs student volunteers for the CEQA basics Workshop.  
Volunteer must be a member to get workshop for free.  Workshop 
volunteers to get there at 8 a.m., workshop is 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
-AEP wishes to have the speed networking event again next year.  
Richardson indicated that the Yosemite trip duration from April 22 to 25 
should be avoided.  The Board concluded that April 15th would be a good 
day to hold the event. 

  
2.4. Treasurer 

2.4.1. Correspondence- Are we transferring this task to Secretary? 
-Board does not think Dawna (Secretary) is the right person to get the 
mail logistically.  She is one of the furthest from the PO Box location.  
Leslie volunteered to get the mail. 

2.4.2. Account Balances (see Handout) 
-$18,246.01 Checking; $10,065.82 Savings. 

2.4.3. Awards Committee Appreciation  
 -Chris would like to take his awards committee to Sea Level to show 
AEP's appreciation for their volunteer work.  It would be approximately 
$25 per person for 12 people. 
-Jury to get $15 gift cards. 
-Board notes that the Awards were not ahead of budget and this money 
would be taken out of the general budget.  Board approves this expense. 
-It is noted that in the future, the Board needs to review the bank 
statement occasionally since it is the Board's job to monitor the finances.  
Cara to present the budget next month for Board review. 

  
2.5. Chapter Director 

2.5.1. Fall CEQA Workshop- technical set up 
-Need a cord to connect the podium to the projector.   
-Need laptops with Powerpoint.  Laptops to be brought by speakers. 
-Splitter acquired.  Marilyn suggests buying a splitter in the future. 
-Barrowing a projector from RBF and potentially one from RECON. 

2.5.2. Fall CEQA Workshop- logistics 
-Mail boxes of books to Kelly in Irvine. 
-Monica and Julie to help with registration. 



-Mindy will bring the AEP pens.  Marilyn had concerns over spending 
money on pens for the student workshop and thinks we should keep all 
the pens for the workshop.  Board decides to give pens at both events. 
-Need two students and two Board members/Professional volunteers for 
registration.  Monica to begin setting up at 7 a.m. before registration. 

2.5.3. State Budget 2010 
-Diane submitted comments to the State.  She will send them via email to 
the Board. 

2.5.4. State Board Election 
-Marilyn listed the candidates/potential candidates for the Board.  She 
noted we all should vote when the State sends out the ballots. 

  
2.6. Vice-President of Membership (see Handout) 

2.6.1. Membership Update 
-9 new, 10 renewal, and 358 total members.  Deletions are unknown. 

2.6.2 Other Membership Opportunities 
-Events were discussed as an opportunity to get additional members. 

  
3. 3.0 Chapter Goals 

3.1. Review Membership List to Build Volunteer Pool 
-Diane identified new recruits.  Potentially use these volunteers for the upcoming 
events. 
-Julie needs volunteers/help.  Potentially identify people for each school to help 
her with student chapters.   

3.2. Identify Upcoming Events Where Members are Needed as Volunteers 
-Holiday Party.   
-Luncheons.  It was noted that using the same volunteer for all luncheons would 
be the most logical. 

3.3. Nominate State to Sponsor Faculty Advisors' Membership. 
-This item has been achieved. 
  

4. Committee Reports 
4.1. Awards 

-To be discussed at a later date.  A debrief shall occur in November or January. 
4.2. Legislative Committee (see priority item 1.1) 
4.3. Emeritus 

-Possibly have Charlie or Bruce take the lead. 
4.4. City Code Monitoring 

-Discussion postponed. 
 

5. Discussion Items 
5.1. Podium Cover with Logo 

-To discuss later. 
5.2. Social Networking Position 

-The Board would like to expand San Diego AEP Chapter to the social 
networking websites.  We are currently on Linkedon, but this was set up very 
quickly by Dawna.  The San Diego AEP Chapter could do membership promotion 
and cross-promotion on such websites.  San Diego AEP Chapter could also 
make a page on Facebook.  Sophia may be a good candidate for this position.   

5.3. Other 
-None. 



6. Message from the Board 
-Mindy has November. 
-Leslie has December. 

 
The next chapter board meeting will be held on November 9th.  All AEP members are 
welcome to attend!  Please contact Dawna De Mars at (619) 462-1515 or 
dawnad@helixepi.com if you would like to attend. 
 




























