San Diego Chapter AEP Board Meeting

Date: May 7th, 2008
Time: 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Location: PBS&J, Kearny Mesa

Attendees: Diane Catalano, Christina Keller, Kailash Mozumder, Dawna Marshall, Kate Gentles, Julie Wang, Marilyn Ponseggi, and Tonya
1.0 Committee Reports

1.1 Awards Committee Update (Tonya)
--Need more committee members; need 8 to 10 total.
--Tonya has emailed last year’s committee members to see if they are interested in serving on the committee again.
--Tonya will put together a list of duties/responsibilities to put in the newsletter.
--Marilyn has a list of people interested in getting involved in AEP.  She will pass on the names to Tonya.  Tonya to email them and ask if they are interested in being on the awards committee.
--Valerie is a person who might be interested in being a committee member.
--The Awards dinner would occur on a date between mid September and the end of September, such as Sept 18th or 25th.
--Budget: see handout of 2007 budget

--Location:  rooftop of the Natural History Museum

--Music: music is expensive, last year they tried to get student musicians to provide music but had no volunteers
--Food:  caterer last year was “Festivities”; would like to look into ecocatering (earth-friendly); have to pay more to bring in a different caterer than what is on the preferred caterer list provided by the Museum

--Jury: need 15 people- Marilyn to look through membership list to give suggestions to Tonya
--Sent out call for nominations last year in July, will sent out earlier this year
--Diane needs updated nomination form from Tonya ASAP

--Possibly edit/combine categories (unique mitigation and creative solutions; resource documents and creative solutions)?  Board decided to leave categories as-is.
--Would like more nominations from public agencies: Diane to send letters to planning directors.
--Guest Speaker


--People always talk during guest speaker

--Maybe have a speaker on a topic other than CEQA; topic ideas include the zoo, Balboa Park, About San Diego (Ken Kramer from 7/39), other Radio Show Host (Tom Fudge)

1.2 Legislative Committee Update 

-- Betty Dehany is out of town today and could not attend.
--Newsletter discussed new Bills (such as AB 2513, 2219, 2650, 2720, 2760)
1.3 2008 AEP/NAEP Conference Committee

--The San Diego AEP Chapter is to receive 1/6th of the total profits of the conference; which is approximately $23,000 (check received May 20th).  

--The San Diego Chapter Board would like to spend a small portion of proceeds to do something for local members.
--Conference binder is still missing

--Students got a lot out of volunteering.  They were introduced to the field and had networking opportunities.

2.0 Board Members Reports

2.1 Chapter Director (Marilyn)
2.1.1 Spring CEQA Workshop 
--Workshop is on May 8th (Thursday after this meeting)

--111 people have registered but she expects 120-125
--19 people haven’t paid- Marilyn is worried about AEP paying for these meals and then having people drop out.  AEP should require payment up front.  Kailash does send bills to those people who do not show up.  Christi stated that she normally calls in a slightly lower number than how many registered for the luncheons and suggested doing this for the workshops in the future.  The marina does prepare 10% more food than the registered amount.
-Marilyn needs people to help her with the registration/check-in table.
--Marilyn asked the State Board to cover the airfare of the speakers.

--Marilyn did get AEP workshops AICP certified.  
2.1.2 AEP Chapter Summit- Inland Empire (Ontario) July 12

--Will include Treasurer training and networking opportunities.
--Hotel rooms for Board members are paid for by AEP.  We will need seven to eight rooms.  
--Marilyn to get additional details.
2.1.3 Emeritus Committee

--Marilyn to send out a letter to the emeritus committee after the conference.
2.2 Student Membership and Outreach Director (Julie)

2.2.1 UCSD (Randy)

--Would like to speak at the October or November luncheon.  They are presenting at the 2009 AEP conference in San Francisco.  
--Asked if AEP can pay for their airfare to get to the conference.  Board decided the students should apply for the State Fund Grant or use their AEP Student Chapter money.  Will come back to this topic closer to the conference.

--Creek-to-bay clean-up event went well.  Had 14 volunteers show up.  Would like to keep this event as an annual event.
--He has decided to not do the Kindle-Frost event and instead wants to do a hike around the student revegetation project site and to Scripps.

2.2.2 USD (Peter)

--Peter has not been showing up to meetings with Julie.
2.2.3 SDSU (Heather)

--Professor to have an event at her house.

--Planning an end of year celebration hike.

2.2.4 Student Computer
--The AEP/NAEP conference computer was awarded to Heather.  
2.3 Treasurer (Kailash)

2.3.1 Account Balance: $9,216.94
--This does not include the conference proceeds. 
2.3.2 Quarterly Reports - Status with SG
--Quarterly report not yet finished.  Kailash will email Vanessa to let her know he is still working on it.

2.3.3 Chapter Budget Status

--He will send the final budget to the State Board once it is completed.

2.3.4 Correspondence

--None of importance.
2.4 Vice-President of Programs (Christi): Absent
2.4.1 May Luncheon
--No May luncheon since we hosted the Workshop.
2.4.2 Upcoming Luncheons
--June: Vietnam Case Study by Rod McClain from LSA.  To be held at Carlsbad Beach Garden.  Switched the date to June 19th.
--July: Sustainable Investments (green investment options). To be held at Holiday Inn - Bayside.
--The awards are in September so there will be no luncheon.

--October luncheon speaker will likely be Randy (revegetation project).

--Ideas for luncheons for next year include Barbara Bamberger (CARB) on greenhouse gasses, and Chula Vista’s sustainable development program.
2.4.3 August Field Trip Event

--John Column (sp?) from CCDC to do a downtown walking tour with a happy hour afterwards (possibly at J/6th bar).
--Still need to decide if members will be subsidized or paid for by AEP.

2.4.4 Holiday Party

--Will probably be held at Rockbottom Brewery again.  Most people like the location and Horton Plaza parking is free and convenient.  Large back room with a separate entrance is a plus.  AEP also receives a discount due to repeat business.  Food would likely consist of appetizers only.
--Other ideas include a hotel that would let us bring in ecocatering.
--The student chapters would like to have a donation bin for the adopt-a-family program at the Holiday Party.  Board approves of that idea.

2.5 Vice-President of Membership (Monica)
--To be discussed next month.
2.6 Newsletter Editor (Kate)

--Keira Perkins (Jones & Stokes) will be the new editor.
--Keira and Kate are working on the next newsletter together.

3.0  Discussion Items

3.1 Thank you gifts
--Giftcards and letters to be sent.
3.2 Community Service Events
--No updates at this time.

3.3 Educational Outreach Opportunities

--To be discussed next meeting.
3.4 Membership survey

--Kate would like comments on the membership survey she created.  

--Comment: ask if people are interested in volunteering for AEP

--Board members to read and submit comments via email.

--Kate would like provide the survey online.  This costs $20/month, but she does not believe it will need to be online for more than a month.  The Board approves of this idea.
--Kate will bring the survey to the next luncheon and/or will give out slips of paper with the online website address.

The next chapter board meeting will be held on June 4.  All AEP members are welcome to attend!  Please contact Dawna Marshall at (619) 462-1515 or dawnam@helixepi.com if you would like to attend.
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