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San Diego Chapter AEP Board Meeting
Date: July 2, 2008
Time: 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Location: PBS&J, Kearny Mesa

Attendees: Diane Catalano, Kailash Mozumder, Dawna De Mars, Kate Gentles, Julie Wang, Monica Kling, Keira Perkins, and Tonya (AEP Awards Committee)

1.0 Committee Reports

1.1 Awards Committee Update 
--The nomination period has ended; she has received the following amount of nominations:
· 3 for Outstanding Community Stewardship Award 

· 4 for Outstanding Technical Project or Approach 
· 3 for Outstanding Environmental Analysis Document 

· 3 for Outstanding Environmental Solution 

· 2 for Outstanding Environmental Resource Document

--They have enough Jury members (14 volunteered but they only needed 12)

--Looking into Dr, Exequiel Ezcurra (attachment below) as a speaker.  He does biodiversity research and has his exhibit on display at the museum.

--They are collecting raffle prizes.
--Working on getting sponsors by calling all companies with AEP members.

--Thinking about having music.  Adding AV to the package would not increase costs much.

--Budget: costs=$18,813, revenue=$19,245, “profit” for the scholarship=$432
Overall Board opinion: The event’s purpose is to raise money for the scholarships.  Not enough will be raised for the scholarship fund.  Possibly look for ways to reduce costs.

Decision: Due to the money we have available from the conference, we have approved the budget as-is.  However, we will likely have to choose a different venue next year to reduce costs and increase amount for the scholarship program.  

--Next committee meeting is July 24th.

1.2 Legislative Committee Update
--No update this month, but Keira has notes that Betty has passed on to her.  She will forward them to Diane.

2.0 Board Members Reports

2.1 Treasurer

2.1.1 Correspondence

--Received one application for the scholarship and a thank you note from Sophia for the AEP appreciation gift.
2.1.2 Account Balance: $36,626.43
--Decision: will transfer $30,000 of this into an online savings account.

2.1.3 Quarterly Reports

--The scheduled conference call was cancelled by Francine, therefore no update.

2.2 Student Membership and Outreach Director (Julie)

2.2.1 Student Chapter Update 
--Schools are on summer break and therefore there is no update.

2.2.2 Business and Education Direct Connect Update
--UCSD wants to be involved in this program.  The Board thinks that the emeritus committee should take charge of this task.  
2.3 Vice-President of Membership

2.3.1 July Luncheon

-Sustainable Investment

2.3.2 August Event 
-Possibilities:

· Walking tour with appetizers and drinks but Balboa theater stop is not an option since is in use

· J6 club for reception- is a sustainable business

· Yact

· Ferry
· Museum
· Sustainable tour

-Date: August 14th

-Decision- Keira to look into Hornblower cruise
2.3.3 Holiday Party

-The same as previous years.  Will be held at Rock Bottom Brewery downtown.  Appetizers and no host bar.

2.4  Vice President of Membership

2.4.1 Membership Survey

-Membership numbers are always a month behind- trying to get more recent data

-9 non-renewals, 7 new members, 334 members total
2.5 Newsletter Editor

2.5.1 July Newsletter
-Keira to e-mail link to Diane
-Keira is short on content

-The Campus Connection will highlight the scholarship

-Advertising-need more advertising.   
2.6 Chapter Director (Absent)

2.6.1 AEP Chapter Summit- Inland Empire, July 12th

-Carpools arranged

2.6.2 Fall CEQA Workshop - Nov 5

-Will push the Board meeting to November 12th

-Dawna has volunteered to help with this workshop

2.6.3 Emeritus Committee

-No update

3.0 Discussion Items

3.1 San Diego Science Festival- March 2009

-Would like to get the Emeritus committee, students, and members involved

-Can get involved in many ways- host, judge, lecture, ect.

-Decision- Monica will take the lead on this

3.2 Nomination for AEP Checklist Committee

-Need to create a committee

-Committee member responsibilities would include monthly meetings

-San Diego Chapter to nominate two people

3.3 Member Survey

-Board members to distribute copies to their coworkers

-Diane to continue to include in emails and newsletters

3.4 Website Update

-The San Diego Board has access to the state website

-Each chapter website is different- no continuity

-"AZ Web Newsletter" to help with website

3.5 Board Member Shirts

-Each member to chose a shirt and email their choice and size to Diane by the end of July.
3.6 Other

-Board members to get together to go over scholarship applications.  Kailash to check mail box and send Board the applications before the lunch meeting.
The next chapter board meeting will be held on September 3rd.  All AEP members are welcome to attend!  Please contact Dawna De Mars at (619) 462-1515 or dawnad@helixepi.com if you would like to attend.
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MEDIA RELEASE 

For immediate use

MEDIA CONTACT: 
Johanna Saretzki, 619.255.0359, jsaretzki@sdnhm.org 

Hispanic Outreach Coordinator

Dr. Exequiel Ezcurra of the San Diego Natural History Museum 
appointed president of the National Council 
for Natural Protected Areas of Mexico 

San Diego: December 11, 2007—Dr. Exequiel Ezcurra of the San Diego Natural History Museum was recently appointed president of the National Council for Natural Protected Areas of Mexico (CONANP). It is unusual for someone working in the United States to be on this board, and even more unusual to be its president, but the members selected Dr. Ezcurra unanimously.

Dr. Ezcurra has been a member of CONANP since its creation in 1995, and after being appointed to this important honorary position by Juan Elvira, Minister of the Environment of Mexico, has been serving as president since October 7, 2007. 

The National Council for Natural Protected Areas is a citizen board that acts as advisory to Mexico’s Federal Government and Park Service on the management of protected areas and conservation issues. The Council represents a number of groups such as native Indian tribes, NGOs, business organizations, environmentally minded people, and the academic community, whose recommendations affect the government’s decision making at a very high level.

This appointment constitutes yet another achievement in a lifelong career devoted to the conservation of the environment that has made Dr. Ezcurra a highly and internationally regarded scientist, researcher, writer, and speaker. In addition to his responsibilities as President of the Council for Natural Protected Areas, Dr. Ezcurra is the Director of the Biodiversity Research Center of the Californias (BRCC) at the San Diego Natural History Museum since 1998, where he simultaneously serves as Provost, the highest ranking academic office at the institution.

Says Dr. Michael Hager, president of the Museum: “Exequiel’s experience and expertise position him perfectly to synthesize all the scientific disciplines here at the Museum. He also promotes cooperation with the Mexican government and environmental and scientific organizations.”

During a sabbatical from the Museum from 2001–2005, Dr. Ezcurra served as president of the National Institute of Ecology (INE), a position appointed to him by former Mexican president Vicente Fox. There he was in charge of the national research organization and think tank that supplies scientific information and research results to aid the federal government in making informed decisions, and to inform the public.

Other highlights of his 30-year career include developing the first environmental impact assessment in Mexico and promoting the creation of the California Condor release program in Baja California. Dr. Ezcurra has also written and edited over 80 articles for scientific journals, 15 books (the most recent one is the United Nations report on the state of the world’s deserts — Global Deserts Outlook) and over 60 chapters for different books. He has received numerous awards for his professional contributions to the field of ecology, including the prestigious Conservation Biology Award and the Pew Fellowship, and most recently the international Peacemaker Award from the National Conflict Resolution Center (NCRC), for creating, along with Dr. Hager, a cross-border environmental preservation effort.

In 2000 he also co-produced the award-winning film Ocean Oasis that takes viewers on a fascinating journey into the bountiful Sea of Cortés and the pristine deserts of Baja California. The compelling message of this film shows this little-known region as a treasure worth preserving. All proceeds from the film support conservation, education, and research in the Baja California peninsula and the Sea of Cortés.

Celebrating its 133rd year, the San Diego Natural History Museum is the second oldest scientific institution in California; third west of the Mississippi. A binational museum, its mission is to interpret the natural world through research, education, and exhibits; to promote understanding of the evolution and diversity of southern California and the peninsula of Baja California and to inspire in all a respect for nature and the environment. Located in Balboa Park at the intersection of Village Place and Park Blvd., the Museum is open daily except for Thanksgiving and Christmas. Phone: 619.232.3821. Website: www.sdnhm.org.
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