San Diego Chapter AEP Board Meeting

Date: April 2, 2008
Time: 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Location: PBS&J, Kearny Mesa

Attendees: Diane Catalano, Christina Keller, Brian Leslie, Kailash Mozumder, Dawna Marshall, Kate Gentles, Julie Wang, Marilyn Ponseggi, and Keira Perkins
1.0 Committee Reports

1.1 Legislative Committee Update 

-- Betty Dehany will begin coming to the Board meetings to give the Board updates on the Legislative Committee.
--There are several changes to the Charter currently proposed.  These changes would give the Legislative Committee the ability to comment on topics outside of CEQA that effect the Environmental Industry.  These changes would also give them the ability to act more quickly.
--The Legislative Committee will have a conference call today regarding the priority bills, and the Office of Planning and Research and Greenhouse Gasses issues.

1.2 Awards Committee Update 
--The Awards Committee will meet next month to begin planning the Awards Event.
--The Awards Committee needs volunteers.

1.3 2008 AEP/NAEP Conference Committee

--The conference had no major problems.

--The Mobile Workshops and the Sustainability Forum were very successful and enjoyed by all.
--Approximately 32 student volunteers helped with the event.  

--Kent Norton thanked the San Diego Chapter for helping with this event.

--The State Board indicated that the San Diego Chapter will receive about a third of the revenues generated by the conference.

--It was suggested that we do a joint AEP/NAEP conference every 5 years and that it not count as a Chapter’s turn in hosting a conference.

2.0 Board Members Reports

2.1 Chapter Director (Marilyn)

2.1.1 Spring CEQA Workshop 
--Marilyn would like to have the speakers be Jim Moose, Charly Bull, Margret Sohagi and possibly someone who helped create the County thresholds.
--Would like to get AEP workshops AICP certified.  She is working with the State AEP on this.
--The Spring Workshop is scheduled for May 8th at the Marina.

--The San Diego Chapter would earn $25 per each person registered at the price of $130.

--She has decided to add fruit to the breakfast menu (an additional $1.5 per person) to provide healthier breakfast options. 
--Will have a classroom style set up but with tables arranged as a “V” configuration. 

2.1.2 Website update

--State AEP is looking for a new website host and webmaster.
2.1.3 Recap of the March Board Meeting

--Climate change issue- the OPR is trying to deal with GHG thresholds

--Went over the goals of a Conference

--The next AEP Conference will be in San Francisco from March 15th to 19th at the Mico Hotel

--There are grants of $500 offered at the State level for each Student Chapter.  In order to receive the money, the Student Chapter must do a write up of what they would use the grant for.

--The next financial report is due April 15th.

2.1.4 AEP Chapter Summit- Inland Empire July 12

--Will include Treasurer training and networking opportunities.
--July 13th (the day after) will be the next State Board meeting.
2.1.5 Emeritus Committee

--She talked with people while at the AEP/NAEP conference.  She wants people with over 20 years of experience to get involved with mentoring high school students, college students, and young professionals.

2.2 Student Membership and Outreach Director (Julie)

2.2.1 UCSD (Randy)

--Have half the student volunteers needed for Earth Fair 2008.
--UCSD has many other events planned.

--They would like to have a field trip to the Kindle-Frost Marsh.

--They would like to do an AEP luncheon presentation on their restoration project in the future.  Julie is to coordinate and figure what date is best for the students and AEP.

2.2.2 USD (Peter)

--Peter is focusing on recruiting.

2.2.3 SDSU (Heather)

--Heather is planning events.

2.2.4 Student Computer
--A computer was donated to the San Diego AEP Chapter from the AEP/NAEP conference.  Ideas for giving the computer to a needy student include asking the Professors involved with the student chapters if they have any students in need of a computer, and including the computer as a part of the scholarship program.  It was decided that if no needy students can be found via professors, that the Board will look into including it as a part of the scholarship and other options.
2.2.5 Student Scholarship

--Deadline moved to August 1st.

--Two references for Graduate Students; one reference for Undergraduate Students

--There will be two, $2,000 scholarships

2.3 Treasurer (Kailash)

2.3.1 Account Balance: $10,572.26
--This does not include all checks he recently received 
2.3.2 Quarterly Reports - Status with SG
--Up to date for 2007.
--Next report due April 15th.
2.3.3 Chapter Budget Status

--The Board would like a final Budget sent to the Board.
--Budget expected to be approved in May.
--The San Diego Chapter received the fourth quarter subventions and CEQA workshop reimbursements.
--San Diego AEP Chapter to begin a savings account to earn interest.  The amount to be put into a savings account will be determined with the budget next month.
2.3.4 Correspondence

--A priority mail package was received, however it was returned to the sender since the PO Box was not checked within a week of the package arrival date.
--A letter for Lisa Wood was received; Diane will forward it to her.
--Tax form 1099 was received from SDG&E, but AEP does not file taxes as it is a non-profit.
2.4 Vice-President of Programs (Christi): Absent
2.4.1 April Luncheon: Airport Land Use Committee (Alan Burson)
--To be held at the Holiday Inn Bayside since they have better food.
--Location/food costs will be a bit higher, but not significantly higher.
--Marilyn would like to see healthier lunch options such as salads.
--Christi will look into the possibility of offering two lunch options (salad and sandwich).
--AEP needs to call in the $500 deposit (Christi/Kailash)
2.4.2 June/July Luncheon Options
--Vietnam Case Study by Rod McClain from LSA.  Vietnam Case Study will likely be held at the Hilton in Carlsbad.
--Sweetwater Authority presentation on their restoration project.
--Sustainable Investments - Green investment options.
2.4.3 August Field Trip Event

--Ideas include: downtown walking tour with CCDC; tour of Edaw green building; wine and cheese mixer at a restaurant/office downtown; bonfire/BBQ; and a Padre day.
--It was determined that an online survey of AEP members would be completed to determine what they would prefer to do.
2.5 Vice-President of Membership (Brian)
--336 members: 5 discontinued membership, 7 new members, 28 renewals

--Brain will be stepping down from the Board; Monica Cling will take his position

2.6 Newsletter Editor (Kate)

--Keira Perkins (Jones & Stokes) will be the new editor.
--The April newsletter will be completed this Saturday.
--Ideas for future newsletters include the new provision that the City of Chula just adopted regarding green building technologies.  Marilyn indicated that it will be a possibility in the future, but that it isn’t a developed program yet.

3.0  Discussion Items

3.1 Thank you gifts
--The Board would like to give a $50 gift card and certificate/plaque to former Board Members who recently departed the Board.
--Possibly give mugs to members and speakers, depending on budget.  Dawna to look into costs of the mugs.
3.2 Community Service Events
3.2.1 Earth Day Event
--We have two professionals per shift.  The first shift will set up the booth and the last shift will take down the booth.  Kailash will help with the take down of the booth.  
--The AEP chapsticks arrived, and each Board member was given a sample.  
--Randy made a binder for Earth Day that details his restoration project.  
--Randy would like brochures and membership flyers used at Earth Day for the Student Chapter events.  
3.2.2 Beach Clean-up
--Several clean-ups are being considered; the Creek to Bay Clean-up, the Coastal Clean-up (September), and the I Love a Clean San Diego Clean-up.

3.3 Educational Outreach Opportunities

3.3.1 Business and Education Direct Connect

--Already discusses above under the Emeritus Committee.

--The Student Chapters may also get involved in this program.

3.3.2 Dana Middle School

--No news to report.

The next chapter board meeting will be held on May 7.  All AEP members are welcome to attend!  Please contact Dawna Marshall at (619) 462-1515 or dawnam@helixepi.com if you would like to attend.
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