October 10, 2007

PBS&J, San Diego

Attendees:

Diane Catalano, Christi Keller, Brian Leslie, Kailash Mozumder, Meghan Scanlon, Kate Gentles, Julie Wang, Sophia Habl Mitchell, Devon Muto, Yvette Noir (SDSU rep), Rose Zhao (SDSU rep), Kyle Harper (UCSD rep), Kelli Miller (USD rep)
1.0 Approval of Minutes

Minutes from the preceding meeting have been approved.

2.0 Correspondence

Chrsti received some correspondence.
3.0 Board Member Reports

3.1 Treasurer

Current balance is $21,824.26.
No word on whether our chapter is up-to-date on our quarterly reports.  
3.2 Vice-President of Programs

3.2.1 October Luncheon – Mike Aguirre 
October 12.  A total of 114 RSVPs have come in so far.
3.2.2 December
Holiday party to be held at Rock Bottom Brewery downtown on December 6 from 6-9 PM.  The chapter will split the cost with APA and WEC on a 40/40/20 split.  We are looking for student volunteers to help the night of the event.  There will be a mixer and games.  The cost will be $5/members and $10/non-members.
3.3 Student Membership and Outreach Director
-- Julie would like to meet with student representatives on a regular basis.
-- Julie to discuss a potential internship database in her upcoming message to the board.  Companies would be able to advertise openings.
-- An organized get together for all chapters is in the works, but nothing is definitely planned yet.
-- Looking into outreaching to high schools.

3.3.1 UCSD
Kyle will be leading a panel discussion about his student project (restoration effort) at the AEP/NAEP conference.  The discussion would provide background information for students to get a leg up in the environmental field and a call to professionals to get involved in the community.  The January/February luncheon may provide a forum for a modified practice session.  

3.3.2 USD
No update was provided.
3.3.3 SDSU
Appropriate paperwork has been filed.  Will organize a GIS day/environmental week.  The chapter will collect student work for display during the week.  
3.4 Vice-President of Membership

-- We have 319 total members: 4 new members, 19 renewals, and 4 deletions
-- Push to think of new ways to recruit more members.
3.5 Chapter Director
3.5.1 Fall CEQA Workshop
Will take place November 1.  Three speakers are confirmed: Bobbette Biddulph, John Conley, and Lloyd Zola.  Wendy Worthey to act as moderator.

3.5.2 Draft 2008 Budget
-- Budget designed to reflect the 2006 Chapter Summit and 2007 Board Retreat goals and includes expanded funding and services.
-- As it currently stands, there is a $60,000 deficit.  Looking for ways to decrease deficit (e.g., increase dues?)
-- Please provide all input to Sophia by October 19.  Sophia will then forward ideas/suggestions to the AEP Financial Vice President.

3.5.3 Other items
-- State board meeting to take place November 9 in Palm Springs.
-- Is anyone interested in serving on the committee?  Diane to generate e-mail to send to membership.
-- Sophia received a question about the membership directory and whether it was searchable on the website.  Currently, the directory is distributed every other year.  Suggestion: modify search function online instead of printing.
-- On the state board, there is room for our chapter to have a chapter-specific site.  This facilitates collaboration between the chapters.

3.6 Newsletter Editor

-- We have received positive feedback on the online version of the newsletter.
-- Any articles due October 20.
4.0 Committee Reports

4.1 Legislative Committee Update

No update was provided.
4.2 Awards Committee Update

-- We awarded two scholarships (Kerri Denkenberger and Kyle Harper, both of UCSD)
-- The committee collected lots of money for sponsorships ($16,000), which were secured by companies purchasing tables for attendees.
-- Sophia to mention at the state level.

4.3 2008 AEP/NAEP Conference Committee

-- Call for papers is in full swing.

-- Over 150 abstract submissions have been submitted thus far.
-- Track chairs are being organized to select which programs will take place.

-- The current focus is on logistics of the event.
-- Looking into cutting expenditures: the Midway event will not take place.  A replacement may be a reception at the hotel.
-- Organizing a sustainability forum, which would be focused on San Diego.  The forum would be open to individuals and groups outside of AEP and will take place the day preceding the conference (Tuesday).  Looking into teaming with other organizations to advertise the conference, such as non-profits and the USGBC.  Focus on a discussion of ideas about what sustainability means for San Diego.  This would be facilitated through a series of panels with differing views.  Cost would be approximately $100.  

5.0 Discussion Items

5.1 Available Board Positions (2008)
-- Chapter Director is open; best to be filled with someone who is serving or who has served on the board.


5.2 Sustainability Committee
-- Any ideas on forming this committee?

5.3 Community Service Ideas
-- Mentoring: environmental professionals to speak to students about the profession
5.4 Other
-- Devon and Ted to present at GIS day at SDSU

6.0 Message from the Board

Julie will prepare the next message in November.

The next chapter board meeting will be held on November 7.  All AEP members are welcome to attend!  Please contact Meghan Scanlon at (858) 712-8331 or mscanlon@hdrinc.com if you would like to attend.

