March 7, 2007

PBS&J, San Diego

Attendees: Diane Catalano, Christi Keller, Kara Friedman, Kailash Mozumder, Meghan Scanlon, Kate Sanden, Julie Wang, Kyle Harper, Sharon Mackerras, Addie Olazabal, Tania Fragomeno

1.0 Approval of Minutes

Minutes from the preceding meeting have been approved.

2.0 Correspondence

Some newsletters were returned undelivered.  We also received correspondence from A Copy World, San Diego County, and the Midway.

3.0 Board Member Reports

3.1 Treasurer

3.1.1 Account Balance

The current balance is approximately $10,100.

3.1.2 New Checking Account

The new checking account has been set up.

3.2 Vice President of Programs

3.2.1 March Luncheon

The luncheon will take place March 29.

3.2.2 May Luncheon

Topic to be CEQA and Global Warming.  Luncheon will take place May 24.

3.2.3 Future Luncheons

June luncheon will feature representatives from RECON.  July will feature a presentation regarding air quality.  Potential future presentation topics could include sustainability.

3.3 Vice President of Membership

We have over 300 members!  The San Diego Chapter gained 4 members and lost 6, with the largest increase in student membership (approximately 50 student members).

3.4 Student Membership and Outreach Director

The 2007 AEP Conference in Shell Beach does not require student volunteers at this time; however, Cal Poly students have offered to house other students who are interested in attending the conference.  Contact Julie Wang for more information.  Scholarships: last year had a small turnout with mostly graduate students.  

3.4.1 SDSU

A potential GIS workshop is in the planning stages.  Earth Week activities will rely on student volunteers.  Outdoor Adventures programs are being considered as a social for interested students.

3.4.2 UCSD

Chapter meetings will occur during weeks 3 and 7 of the quarter.  Activities include invasive species removal (joint effort between UCSD chapter, Muir Environmental Corps, and other on-campus groups) and Physical Plant Services revegetation on-campus.  Plant Atlas Project through San Diego Natural History Museum will not work out due to logistics.

3.4.3 USD

Paperwork finalized!  Three board positions are available.  Graduate students pursuing masters degrees in City Planning to recruit more members.  All interested students are encouraged to join!

3.5 Chapter Director

Alyssa could not be present.  Diane presented on her behalf.

3.5.1 Spring CEQA Advanced Workshop Recap

Workshop received good feedback.  The differences of opinions between panelists provided interesting discussion.

3.5.2 2007 State Conference

The conference will occur at the end of April/beginning of May.  Those who are interested in attending should be sure to RSVP soon!

3.6 Newsletter Editor

All inclusions are to be submitted by March 15.

4.0 Committee Reports

4.1 Legislative Committee

No update was provided.  

4.2 Awards Committee

Awards Committee co-chairs attended the meeting to provide an update on the planning process.  Addie and Tania met with last year’s committee chair to begin the process.  They are trying to select and secure a location.  Potential candidates include the San Diego Natural History Museum and Mission Trails.  Next steps will include site visits.  The co-chairs are looking to secure a location this month.  Ticket cost will depend on number of sponsorships which relates to the number of submissions.  Ideas to encourage more submissions include opening up a broader area for potential project submissions including Imperial, Riverside, and Orange counties.  Monthly meetings will occur at EDAW in Mission Valley.  If you are interested in being on the planning committee, contact one of the board members for more information.

4.3 2008 AEP/NAEP Conference Committee

Let Devon know if you want to be on the committee.

5.0 Discussion Items

5.1 Earth Fair 2007

Sunday, April 22, 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM.  AEP has secured a booth at Earth Fair to gain membership and educate the public about the environmental profession.  Flyers need to be generated.  Kyle is working to secure a good location for the AEP booth with heavy foot traffic.  Looking into selling bottled water from local providers.  Materials to be provided in the booth include: specific information from each student chapter; information regarding the 2008 conference; posters/pictures; and information sheets on environmental regulations, invasive plant alternatives, and endangered species.  The board will try to get the state chapter to reimburse the San Diego chapter for the cost of many of the materials generated especially as the information will be general and can be used in other contexts.  4 people should be at the booth at a time.

5.2 2007 Budget

Minor revisions occurred.  Finally approved!  Contact Kailash for more information.
5.3 CEQA Books

Where are they?  Some books have arrived; yet others are still missing.

5.4 Website

Send updated photos to Matt.

5.5 Community Service Ideas

Clean-up after Earth Day.  Board members to brainstorm summertime opportunities.

6.0 Message from the Board

Kara will prepare the next message.

The next chapter board meeting will be held on April 4.  All AEP members are welcome to attend!  Please contact Meghan Scanlon at (858) 712-8331 or mscanlon@hdrinc.com if you would like to attend.
