January 3, 2007

Old Town Mexican Café, Old Town San Diego

Attendees: Diane Catalano, Christi Keller, Kara Friedman, Ted Lee, Meghan Scanlon, Kate Sanden, Julie Wang, Alyssa Maxson, Kyle Harper, Laurel Hanscom

1.0 Approval of Minutes

Minutes from the preceding meeting have been approved.

2.0 Correspondence

Some newsletters were returned undelivered.

3.0 Board Member Reports

3.1 Treasurer

The current balance is $12,660.47

3.2 Vice President of Programs

3.2.1 Holiday Party Summary

Total cost after money coming in was approximately $2,000.  95 AEP members were in attendance.

3.2.2 January Luncheon

The next luncheon is scheduled for January 25 at the Mission Valley Resort.  The topic to be presented will be Senate Bill 18 and will possibly include Senate Bill 221.

3.2.3 February Luncheon

No speaker scheduled yet.  Potential topics include green building/sustainability.  Tour of RECON revegetation garden scheduled for March.  Fall CEQA workshop scheduled February 27 at USD.  No meeting is scheduled for April.

Company sponsorship for luncheons discussed.  Money could be used for the student scholarship fund.

3.3 Vice President of Membership

Latest figures (last updated in November) show we lost 8 members, gained 13, and retained 11.

3.4 Student Membership and Outreach Director

Currently all universities are on winter break, to return later this month.  Student membership has more than tripled from 14 to 51 members!  Meeting for end of January/beginning of February with student representatives to discuss ideas for 2007 student events.  Potential ideas include local field trips, community service events (such as Earth Day involvement), student shadow day, and industry panel/speakers.  Money orders are now accepted as membership payment.

3.4.1 SDSU

Recurring chapter meetings for 2007 to be determined.

3.4.2 UCSD

The chapter is involved with creating a plant atlas through the San Diego Natural History Museum.  Monthly chapter meetings will occur the first Tuesday of the month at 7:00 pm in the Bamboo Room.

3.4.3 USD

Two board members left their positions.  Laurel is looking for interested students to become part of the board.  Recurring chapter meetings for 2007 to be determined.

3.5 Chapter Director

3.5.1 Spring CEQA Advanced Workshop

To be held at USD.  Sponsorship by USD will cut the $700 room fee in half.  There will be a maximum of 100 attendees to facilitate more break-out/smaller group sessions.  If the location receives positive feedback, it will be used or the Fall workshop.

The State Board Meeting will occur January 6 at the Omni Hotel.  

3.6 Newsletter Editor

This month’s newsletter was sent out late.  The newsletter has gone through a redesign and will include space for 15 advertisers.  Meeting minutes will no longer be included in the newsletter and will instead be posted online.

4.0 Committee Reports

4.1 Legislative Committee

No update was provided.  

4.2 Awards Committee

Sophia Habl Mitchell has stepped down as event chair, to be succeeded by Addie Olazabal from EDAW and Tania Fragomeno from Katz & Associates.  New venues are being considered, including the Del Mar Fairgrounds and Mission Trails.  Eligible awardees will include projects that occur in all southern California counties.

5.0 Discussion Items

5.1 2007 Budget

A sample budget will be available soon for comment.

5.2 2007 State Conference

The 2007 State Conference will take place April 29 – May 2 in Shell Beach.

5.3 Community Service Ideas

Ideas include Adopt-A-Beach, post-Earth Day cleanup, and begin mentoring program similar to ASCE pilot program.

5.4 Website

The website needs to be updated to replace all old information.

5.5 CEQA Books

2007 CEQA books will be available at the end of the month.

6.0 Message from the Board

Christi will prepare the next message.

The next chapter board meeting will be held on Wednesday, February 7, 2007.  All AEP members are welcome to attend!  Please contact Meghan Scanlon at (858) 712-8331 or mscanlon@hdrinc.com if you would like to attend.

