February 7, 2007

PBS&J, San Diego

Attendees: Diane Catalano, Christi Keller, Kara Friedman, Kailash Mozumder, Meghan Scanlon, Kate Sanden, Julie Wang, Alyssa Maxson, Devon Muto, Kyle Harper

1.0 Approval of Minutes

Minutes from the preceding meeting have been approved.

2.0 Correspondence

Some newsletters were returned undelivered.  We also received a bill from RECON.

3.0 Board Member Reports

3.1 Treasurer

3.1.1 Account Balance

The current balance is approximately $12,000.

3.1.2 New Checking Account

The Chapter will switch from Union Bank to Washington Mutual due to recent confusion that ties the local chapter to the Riverside/Inland Empire Chapter.

3.1.3 Status of Website Payment

Direct payment with credit card was not working properly.  Current status is paid.

3.2 Vice President of Programs

3.2.1 January Luncheon Recap

Approximately 50 people attended the January luncheon on SB18.  The presentation received good reviews.

3.2.2 March Luncheon

Christi is working with RECON to bring their presentation to the Mission Valley Resort.  The luncheon is tentatively scheduled for the last Thursday of the month.

3.2.3 April Luncheon

Potential topics include APCD regulations.

Ideas for future presentations include CEQA and global warming, potentially involving lawyers.  The Inland Empire Chapter is currently writing a white paper on the topic of CEQA and global warming.

For August, a San Diego Zoo/Wild Animal Park VIP tour is being considered, with the presentation to focus on conservation efforts at the park.

3.3 Vice President of Membership

We have not received an update.  Current membership is approximately 314.

3.4 Student Membership and Outreach Director

Classes resumed last month.  Booth to be secured at Earth Fair.  Community service with San Diego Natural History Museum Plant Atlas Project; results to be presented at one of the monthly luncheons and possibly 2008 Conference.  USD Department of Marine Sciences and Environmental Studies was supportive and interested to be a sponsor for the Advanced CEQA workshop; however the venue was relocated to Marina Village due to scheduling conflicts at the university.  On-going panel to discuss various jobs in the industry.  Student shadow day to be the feature for the March Message from the Board.  The San Diego Student Chapter has become a model for the state!

3.4.1 SDSU

Recurring chapter meetings for 2007 to be determined.

3.4.2 UCSD

Monthly chapter meetings occur the first Tuesday of the month at 7:00 pm in the Bamboo Room.

3.4.3 USD

Laurel to coordinate with Geography Department to recruit additional students and majors.  Recurring chapter meetings for 2007 to be determined.

3.5 Chapter Director

3.5.1 Spring CEQA Advanced Workshop

Workshop location changed to Marina Village.  Panel will reflect different sectors of the environmental profession.

3.5.2 2007 State Conference

Key speaker secured: Huell Howser from California’s Gold.  There are still spaces available for sponsorship.

3.6 Newsletter Editor

Newsletter routinely sent to local members, state board, non-members, and Channel counties board.  As Channel counties president is also on state board, the remaining Channel counties board members were removed from the mailing list.  We received a complaint about publishing monthly Ninyo and Moore project updates.  This update will no longer be published.

4.0 Committee Reports

4.1 Legislative Committee

No update was provided.  

4.2 Awards Committee

Award co-chairs to come to next month’s board meeting to provide an update on planning.  Possible venues include Mission Trails and the Del Mar Fairgrounds.

4.3 2008 AEP/NAEP Conference Committee

The committee is still in its planning stages, accounting for technical programs and logistics.  The theme will be Changing Climates.  Topics are likely to fall within 15-20 tracks and will be clustered.  General ideas for call for papers include natural resource management, sustainability, GIS, etc.  Goal to have call by end of April.

Conference dates: March 25 through March 28.  Workshops to be mobile (tours) and stationary (occur at workshop) and will occur on the Tuesday before the conference.  Events to occur on Wednesday; possibly Midway or Hornblower tour.  Possible on-site job interviews for students.  

5.0 Discussion Items

5.1 2007 Budget

To be finalized next month.  Preliminary review identified lots of expenditures and little income.  Board to discuss ways to cut spending.

5.2 Earth Fair 2007

Sunday, April 22 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM.  AEP booth at Earth Fair to raise awareness for environmental profession.  A volunteer clean up effort will occur afterwards.  Advertising for 2008 Conference will also occur.

5.3 CEQA Books

To be delivered in March.

5.4 Website

Board members to provide necessary updates to Matt.

5.5 Community Service Ideas

Mentoring program to pair students with professionals; beach clean up; REI Adopt-a-Trail; clean up after Earth Day

5.6 Other

Set up an endowment for student scholarships.  Eventually the interest-bearing fund will be self-sustaining.  Can be set up as a separate organization to allow tax write-off for donations.  To be discussed in greater detail at the March board meeting.

6.0 Message from the Board

Julie will prepare the next message.

The next chapter board meeting will be held on March 7.  All AEP members are welcome to attend!  Please contact Meghan Scanlon at (858) 712-8331 or mscanlon@hdrinc.com if you would like to attend.
