December 5, 2007

PBS&J, Kearny Mesa

Attendees: Diane Catalano, Christi Keller, Kailash Mozumder, Meghan Scanlon, Julie Wang, Dawna Marshall
1.0 Approval of Minutes

Minutes from the preceding meeting have been approved.

2.0 Correspondence

Mail addressed to Lisa Wood from the San Diego Airport Authority was received.  Additionally, Kailash received a phone call from a parent of a high school student.  The student was a member of an on-campus environmental organization that was planning on participating in a walkathon at UCSD.  He asked for a donation.  Kailash directed him to Kyle Harper, the UCSD student chapter representative.

3.0 Board Member Reports

3.1 Treasurer
-- The current balance is $15,746.22.
-- A check for the holiday party will be presented at the event on December 6.   Once again, Rock Bottom has priced the event under a tax-exempt status.

3.2 Vice President of Programs

3.2.1 December Holiday Party

-- Will take place December 6 from 6-9 p.m. at Rock Bottom Brewery in the Gaslamp. 

-- Everyone will receive a raffle ticket at the door.

-- PMC has donated a gift basket for the raffle.

-- Potential party games to include: ice breakers and limbo! 


3.2.2 January Luncheon

-- Christi is looking into securing John Helmer at the Port District for January’s luncheon.  Other potential ideas include new water quality regulations, presentation by APCD on air quality issues (PM-2.5 and diesel regulations), renewable energy/solar, conservation planning, what’s happened to biological resources since the fires, City’s General Plan update and changes, and alternative transportation.  Kyle will provide a brief introduction on UCSD’s revegetation project before the main speaker at either the January or February luncheon.

3.3 Student Membership and Outreach Director

-- Julie is trying to schedule a time to discuss events before finals.
-- Potential revamping of the scholarship process.  To be discussed at the beginning of next year.

3.3.1 UCSD

-- Kyle will present an update about the revegetation effort at the 2008 conference.

3.3.2 USD

-- Trying to schedule meetings.

3.3.3 SDSU 

-- Recently took a green tour of the EDAW office.


3.4 Vice President of Membership 
-- No update was provided.

3.5 Chapter Director
-- Sophia attended the State board meeting at Lake Arrowhead Resort November 10-11.  The main focus of the meeting was the budget. After much discussion, the decision was made to make a $20/year increase in dues for AEP members. This will allow us to expand our organization and member services. Rates will start in 2008. The other items on the agenda focused on the leads and possible committee members for the various new initiatives the Board wants to take on. There is good from chapter members offering to help on State committees. Also, Julie Wang offered to Chair the State-wide student outreach committee.
-- Webpage training is in the works. I forwarded four names from the San Diego Chapter of people who were interested in the training.  It will follow some kind of conference call/net meeting type of format. 
-- Stefan/George is still doing final accounting on the Fall CEQA workshop. The San Diego attendance was probably the largest attended, but state-wide the numbers were lower. This was discussed at the State board meeting and one of the main thoughts was that it was advertised late.
-- Planning for the spring workshop is already underway and the advertisement will hit a lot earlier this time around. For the San Diego Spring workshops, the Marina Village conference center has been reserved for Friday, May 9, 2008.  Kailash submitted a check for the deposit, so planning for that is well underway.
3.6 Newsletter Editor
-- The December edition of the newsletter is out.  A link to a newsletter from 1980 was included!
-- Submittals for next month’s edition due by December 14.

4.0 Committee Reports

4.1 Legislative Committee Update

-- Betty Dehoney contacted Kent Norton to discuss chapter review of the Initial Study guidelines.  Kent is checking with Brian Smith to see if anything has been done.  No update has been provided at this time due to the overall lack of prevalence of CEQA issues, with the exception of climate change.

4.2 Awards Committee Update

-- No update was provided.

4.3 2008 AEP/NAEP Conference Committee
-- Registration is open.  The first round will close at the end of January.  Different levels of registration differ significantly in price.
-- Interested in helping out the committee?  Contact Dianne Catalano.

5.0 Discussion Items

5.1 Available Board Positions (2008)

-- Two individuals are interested in the secretary position.  If interest remains high, a chapter election through e-mail will be conducted.
-- Newsletter Editor is available.  Maybe one of the two interested in the secretary position would want to take this position instead?  If no interest, Kate will remain on the board.
-- Interest has been raised regarding the chapter director position, however no commitment has been made.  The chapter director serves as a liaison between the local board and the state board and attends quarterly retreats.  The position requires a two-year commitment.


5.2 Sustainability Forum

-- The workshop would occur the last Friday of the conference from 1-5 P.M. and is open to the public.
-- Christi could use some help with the planning.  Contact her if you are interested.
-- The setting will be relatively informal.  Light appetizers will be served.  Presentations will be given, booths will be set up.  A potential cocktail hour will occur from 4-5 P.M.  
-- Cost would be $40.


5.3 Community Service Ideas

-- The San Diego Unified School District is hosting a Business and Education Direct Connect on January 16 from 4-6 P.M. at the Hall of Champions in Balboa Park.

-- The forum seeks to connect students with the business industry and technical education representatives.
-- Different levels of participation include: mentor, advisor, and sponsor.
-- Looking for individuals to speak to students: Diane will send an e-mail to the general membership.
-- Diane is looking into securing a table where we could pass out materials.


5.4 Other

-- 2007 has been a great year!  The awards event was the most successful as it’s ever been.  The student chapters expanded and are now a strong presence within the chapter.  Our newsletter went electronic, saving the board tons of money.

-- Board meetings will continue to occur on the first Wednesday of each month next year.  Exceptions will be noted in board meeting minutes.


6.0 Message from the Board

Diane will prepare the next message.

The next chapter board meeting will be held on January 9.  All AEP members are welcome to attend!  Please contact Meghan Scanlon at (858) 712-8331 or mscanlon@hdrinc.com if you would like to attend.
